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John 9 








 Dividing Light 
John 1-12 PUBLIC Ministry of Jesus > PATTERN: Individual > Wider Audience 

Ch. 3 > Nicodemus  / Ch. 4 > Samaritan Woman / Ch. 5 > Invalid Man

Ch 6 > 12 Disciples / Ch. 7 > Brothers / Ch. 9 > Man Born Blind / Ch 11 > Lazarus

Up to Chapter 9 > GUIDING THEME:   He came to that which was his own,  
                   but his own did not receive him.      John 1.11

SLIGHT CHANGE from ch 9: 
OPPOSITION DOES NOT GO AWAY > INTENSIFIES > CLIMAX: CROSS

In the Context of Opposition SOME DARE to STAND WITH and FOR JESUS

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God






John 1.12

1. Invitation to See  2. Investigation by the Sight-less 3. Introduction to the Son of Man 

1. Invitation to See

a. Blind   v. 1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.


AWKWARD MOMENT > Coming Out of Store > CARRYING All Your Goodies

Some New Toy > Some Tasty Morsel > Some Stylish Treasures

THAT Beggar > Old, Deformed, Blind, Dirty > IN YOUR WAY, Joy SPOILER
JESUS SAW this PERSON > Most People > IGNORE THEM

WHEN we DO NOT SEE THEM > We may be MORE BLIND than THEY ARE
DEEPER TRUTH > People are SPIRITUALLY BLIND FROM BIRTH

CONCLUDING STATEMENT of Jesus’ PUBLIC MINISTRY - 

Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him...as Isaiah says ‘He has blinded their eyes’ John 12.37-40

The same light both dispels darkness and casts shadows. 


Bruce Milne

b. Blamed  > Disciples DID NOT SEE A PERSON > see Theology PROJECT
v. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

Focus LINK between SIN and SICKNESS/SUFFERING > WHO SINNED??
LIKE HINDUS they BLAME MAN for his BAD KARMA

MAN?? > Some Rabbi’s taught INFANTS could SIN IN THE WOMB 


          Those Little KICKERS Show NO RESPECT INSIDE their MOTHERS 

Or Modern Version of 5th Commandment ‘BLAME your Father and Mother’

ULTIMATELY > RESULT of the FALL into SIN > No Sin, No Sickness

There ARE EXAMPLES > Specific AFFLICTIONS for Specific FAILURES

Jesus: "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you." 







John 5.14

ACHAN went Down into Earth with his STOLEN LOOT from JERICHO

MIRIAM > Made LEPER for Pride & Prejudice against Moses’ BLACK WIFE

Corinthians Believers DIED for MISBEHAVIOR at the LORD’S SUPPER

Once theologians move from generalizing statements about the origin of the human race’s maladies to tight connections between the sins and the sufferings of an individual, they go beyond the biblical evidence…On this point the disciples have not progressed beyond Job’s ‘miserable comforters’. 


D.A. Carson

c. Believed
                           Blind Man is 


1) Jesus > NOT GONE CASE > Candidate SAVING Grace & SEEING Grace   

Disciples look BACK asking WHY? JESUS looks FORWARD > WHY NOT? 
Sees Even this TRAGEDY within the Plan and Purpose of a SOVEREIGN GOD

vs. 3-5 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work." 

God WORKS Thru HIM > SENT ONE / AND thru DISCIPLES ‘WE must Work’ 

DAY WORK > THEN & NOW > Continued thru DISCIPLES of the RISEN SON

Jesus BROKE SIN’S CURSE > No Fear of Sinful Granny > HE OVERCAME
2) Man > Must BELIEVE to let someone SPIT IN YOUR EYE 
vs. 6,7  He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam"
DIRT and SPIT > Very Simple Gesture > 2000 years of DEBATE of MEANING

Rabbinic Opinion > Saliva of FIRSTBORN of FATHER has Healing Properties, 


but NOT Saliva of Firstborn of MOTHER > ‘…my spit is better than your spit!’ 
CHURCH FATHERS > Allusion to Genesis 2.7 > God BREATHED into DIRT
BLIND MAN > LACKED some GOD-BLESSED DIRT > Jesus REFILLS EYES

CALVIN > DIRT Made MORE BLIND // ELIJAH: Water on Mt. Carmel Altar 

MOST RABBIS > CONDEMNED use of SALIVA > Considered UNCLEAN

OT TABOO of BODY FLUIDS > Blood, Semen, Saliva, etc., etc.

JESUS CLAIMS New LEGAL AUTHORITY // New Moses // TOUCHES Lepers

MAN > Took Spit/Mud Treatment > AND Stumbled along to WASHING POOL 

He obeyed Christ blindly. 





John Trapp 

d. Blessed v. 7 So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

v. 25 One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see! 

So it is for all Christians. They do not know exhaustively, but they do know truly because they know on the basis of God’s written and incarnate revelation – and they grow in knowledge. 






James Boice
The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 






Proverbs 4.18

2. Investigation by the Sight-less

a. Indignant > Pharisees were ALREADY MAD, More FUEL on their FIRE…
Jesus replied, "…My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you” …they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 



John 8.54-59

Dean said Last Wk: Jesus NOT Guy you’d want to take on BORDER CROSSING 

UNCLEAR How Long between Chs. 8 and 9 > Similar Theme: Light of World 

v. 1  As he went along…. = SOMETIME LATER, Time NOT Essential to Story

CONTEXT > Feast of Tabernacles > Harvest Ceremony in the Autumn 
Temple Court Illumined by GIANT CANDLES // Pillar of FIRE in Wilderness

When LIGHT SHINES > 2 Effects: Some Made to SEE / Others BLINDED by It 

LIGHT > Makes Plants & FLOWERS GROW // BUGS & BEETLES Run & Hide

vs. 13,14 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath.

Many MAN-MADE JEWISH Sabbath LAWS > BROKEN by Jesus…..AGAIN! 

· Could Stop a Person from DYING but NOT Make them BETTER

· Kneading MUD PACK = WORKING 

· ANNOINTING the Eyes of BLIND MAN = WORKING  

LORD of Sabbath > BETTER PLAN > Sabbath is for Life, Healing, & Hope

b. Inquiry > Jews invite TESTIMONIALS: Tell what they WANT to HEAR
UNUSUAL EVENT > Called for COMMENTARY > Esp. RELIGIOUS Meaning

OPPRESSIVE RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE // Land under ‘Sharia Law’ TODAY

1) Neighbors > Divided   vs. 8,9 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like him." 
HARD to BELIEVE > No Example in all of OT > Man BORN BLIND gains Sight

v. 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 

MIRACLES > Not Always INFALLIBLE GUIDE to Real Spiritual Authority

Ex. Magicians of Pharoah / False Apostles of NT / False Prophet of Revelation

2) Parents > Distressed

vs. 18-23 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 

Healing: Lost INCOME? Excommunication: Loss of Friends? Status? Salvation? 
HEALING brought MANY CHANGES > Mom & Dad TOO OLD TO CHANGE


EXCOMMUNICATION > End of Known Life > Friendships, Community, Family

     Parents KNOW THE TRUTH but Refuse to STAND in WITNESS > FEAR
The parents would not have been the first or the last, who have trimmed their sails of their conviction to the passing breeze. 




Bruce Milne

3) Man > Defiant > When Forced to TAKE SIDES> Immediately sides w/ JESUS
v. 17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." 

SPIRTUAL INSTINCTS are GREAT > Theological Arguments DEVELOPING

v. 25 He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. 
One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 

CHRISTIAN FAITH > Based on Testimony of PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

UGANDA > Influence of East African Revival > All Sermons began w/ Testimony

If PREACHER Did NOT KNOW JESUS > No Reason to LISTEN to Them

Many things WE DO NOT KNOW > ONE IMPORTANT Thing WE DO KNOW

If our is Life Changed > by the Sight-Giving POWER of Jesus Christ

v. 26 Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 

         Want to TRIP HIM on DETAILS > Not DELIGHT in his Deliverance 

Pharisees > CAREFULLY COMB thru ALL DETAILS > Eager for DIRT on Jesus

v. 27 He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" 

Man was POLITE > Now SEES thru SHOW of Interest > Replies w/ SARCASM 
c. Ignored > best Way to AVOID the TRUTH JESUS > at least Until Judgment
1) Reject the Miracle > a FAKE – NEVER BLIND – Professional SCAMMER
v. 10 "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 

v. 15 The Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. 

v. 17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 

APPROACH of CRITICAL Biblical Scholars > Rationalists, Deny Miraculous

FIND REAL JESUS Behind all the Supernatural HOCUS–POCUS 

= JESUS SEMINAR > Find the Real Jesus behind the MYTH of the GOSPELS 

= POPULAR Book/Film > DA VINCI CODE > Same GODLESS PREMISE

BIBLE Not Like NUT Needs Cracking to GET MEAT > More Like ONION 

BEGIN to PEEL > Another Layer > Another Layer > Keep Peeling > NOTHING

The result of rational, critical Biblical study is that either one has a supernatural Bible with a supernatural Christ or no Bible and no Christ at all.        James Boice 

2) Remove the Meaning > Man MAY be BETTER – But Jesus Did NOT HEAL 
vs. 18,19 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents.  "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 

v. 24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 

NOT > ‘Praise God for what He did in your life’ OR ‘Praise God, not Jesus’

RATHER > > ‘Under Threat of CURSE from God SPEAK THE TRUTH!!’

Esp. TRUTH we WANT to HEAR!
MODERN THEOLGY > Believes in the MEANING of Christ, not His Person

Deny Virgin Birth, Incarnation, Literal Death & Resurrection, Coming Again

REJECT HISTORICAL JESUS > EMBRACE what THEY THINK he Idealized 

BELIEVE in the ‘MEANING’ of the Christ – Love, Hope, Forgiveness, Peace

No one can successfully separate cause from effect. So if there is a genuine Christian experience, there must be a genuine Christ, the Christ of the Gospels, to account for it. Without this cause there is no valid experience and no Christianity.











James Boice 

PSYCHOLOGICAL Application > Remove the Meaning
Man’s Change > based on Wishful Thinking, Emotional High, Manipulation
Effective Sales Techniques, Escapism > NOT a REAL Meeting w/ Real Jesus

3) Retreat to Tradition > Don’t know ‘This Fellow’ > We FOLLOW MOSES! 
Could NOT DENY the MIRACLE > Mind Made Up! We BELIEVE MOSES! 

TRADITIONS – Even Good Traditions – CLOSED Many Hearts to GOSPEL

v. 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

HEART of Difference between Judaism & Christianity > Roles of Moses and Jesus

                 MOSES HIMSELF > Looked for MORE TRUTH from God

MOSES Understood He did not HOLD ALL TRUTH in Life > Another Coming: 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 



Deuteronomy 18.15

JOHN’S PERSPECTIVE > Full and Final TRUTH in the God-man Jesus 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 






John 1.17-18

Fundamental DIFFERENCE:  Moses demands MERIT / Jesus extends MERCY

TRADITIONAL DENIAL > 

I don’t care if you’ve STOPPED DRINKING, STOPPED BEATING your WIFE

YOU are a KAZAKH and KAZAKH’S are MUSLIM > NOT Christians! 

You can’t BE BORN AGAIN > You are Roman Catholic, or Jew, or Othodox
CRITICS do NOT CARE Most about Tradition > Deeper Motive: REJECT JESUS
PAINFUL DISCOVERY – for This Man, and Many New Believers > maybe YOU
His OWN Family More Loyal to their TRADITIONS than His HEALER & GOD 

4) Refuse to Listen > When ALL Else FAILS > Just SHUT DOWN your MIND
v. 34 To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 

The last resort of the unconverted is, simply, to refuse to listen.            James Boice

DON’T CONFUSE US WITH THE FACTS!! Our Mind is MADE UP!!

So the man was born blind after all! So Jesus must have opened his eyes! But the irony of their rage quite escapes them, so great is their own blindness. D.A. Carson

No one can ponder the tragedy of the Pharisees without asking deep and disturbing questions. Here were men who revered the Scriptures and were zealots for pious behavior and practices, such as prayer and fasting. They were frequently in worship and gave most sacrificially to God’s work. Yet they were among the principal instruments in the hands of Satan in having Jesus destroyed. Whenever we find ourselves valuing the letter of God’s law above its spirit; whenever we find ourselves unable to rejoice in the saving and renewing of lives simply because the instrument used was not someone of our theological group; whenever we lose the daily, hourly sense of joy in the grace of God by which alone we know him and live before him, then we need to beware. ‘Lord is it I?’


Bruce Milne

3. Introduction to the Son of Man
PURPOSE of Story > of Gospel > of Sermon > of LIFE ITSELF >> MEET Jesus

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 



John 20.30-31

This is SIXTH of SEVEN SIGNS in John’s PORTRAYAL of Jesus as Son of God 

a. Shining Light > Transforming RADIANCE of Jesus SHINES on Blind MAN 
What Candles in Feast of TABERNACLES only PICTURED > Jesus FULFILLS 

v. 5 … “I am the light of the world.” 

BLIND Man Chose to See by BELIEVING in HIM > Leaders Embraced Darkness

vs. 39-41 Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

Jesus means they have enough spiritual knowledge to be responsible. Had they acted on the best knowledge they had they would have welcomed the Son of God. But they did not act on this. They claimed to have sight, but they acted like the blind. Therefore their sin is not taken away. It remains with them.        Leon Morris

JESUS > Power & Proclamation ENRAGED > Jesus makes people MAD TODAY

‘God Bless You!’ = TOLERATED, but WACKY > ‘Jesus loves You!’ = FREAK 
TMI: Too Much Information: Talking about Your Savior = Telling Me I’m Sinner 

GREAT MORAL, ETHICAL Debates of Today > ISSUE is Really JESUS

> Intelligent Design – God CHALLENGES OUR Superior Intelligence!! 
· Life Issues – (Abortion, Euthanasia, Cloning, Fetal Harvesting) 
· We Are MASTERS of our DESTINY > My Body, My Life 

· MARRIAGE > WE are MASTERS of Marriage > Terms, Parties, End
In too many cases, Christian children in school classrooms are being
forced to act like atheists. After all, that is effectively what is happening
when they are told not to talk about Jesus, not to sing about Jesus, and not to
write about Jesus. 

Charles Colson

PENETRATING LIGHT of Jesus > I am the Creator, Sovereign of Life & Death

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 





John 8.12

b. Sent One 
Meaning ‘Spit’ > Obscure // ‘Siloam’ > OBVIOUS > John Transl. for Gk Readers

Pool of Siloam > SW of City of David got water SENT FROM Spring of Gihon

HEALING POWER Not from Water > from the SENT ONE HIMSELF > Jesus

Jesus is the SENT ONE >  I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 


John 6.38

The water of Siloam disappeared in the living water of Christ.    Edwin Hoskyns

c. Son of Man 

v. 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 

NOT Do you believe Son of Man EXISTS > but Do You PLACE TRUST in HIM?
SON OF MAN > REVELATION of God to Man > WORD Incarnate 

Jesus > NOT the Teachers who have EXCOMMUNICATED Man > IS TRUTH

Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 







John 8.28

He has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.      John 5.27

Jesus: I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God.



Luke 12.8

v. 37 Jesus: "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 

   Much like Jesus DECLARED HIMSELF to the SAMARITAN WOMAN ch 4

Growth of Faith: v. 11 He replied, "The man they call Jesus

v. 17 The man replied, "He is a prophet." 

v. 25 He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 

vs. 27, 28 Do you want to become his disciples, too?... You are this fellow's disciple!
v. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 

WITNESS > Becomes More BOLD, CLEAR, and CONCISE as He Grows

GROWTH > Obedient > Spiritual Experiences > Testimony > Suffered
NOT YET > v. 38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 

ONLY THEN Truly a BELIEVER > SIN’S FORGIVEN > ETERNAL LIFE 
HAVE YOU Obedient?  > Spiritual Experiences? > Testimony? > Suffered? 

ALSO WORSHIPPED JESUS as LORD and GOD > Opened Your Eyes??
Faith which begins in trustful acceptance reaches maturity in adoration and worship. The redeemed man, whose eyes God has opened, and who has been washed in the water of regeneration, is inevitably led to worship his Savior.   



R.V.G. Tasker
STILL UNSURE? Ask Jesus! 

v. 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."









GOD WILL ANSWER!

* * * *

John 9 

9:1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7 "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I am the man." 10 "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 11 He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see." 12 "Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said. 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 

The man replied, "He is a prophet." 

18 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19 "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 

20 "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 25 He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" 26 Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

30 The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34 To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 38 Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind." 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" 41 Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

